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unlike  the  humbler and  more  sensible creatures
below him, he tries to solve these problems, is just
what stamps him as a superior being.    This act of
his is the beginning of philosophy, and the study of
the philosophy of primitive man constitutes legiti-
mate data for sociology.    Primitive philosophy is
always anthropomorphic.    A phenomenon, from its
very name, is a change, a transformation, an activity.
But the only being the primitive man knows to pos-
sess the power of spontaneous activity is himself,
and he naturally imputes to every other change the
same power.    I need not trace the steps from this
primordial stage to a full-fledged mythology, but
mythology constitutes the philosophy of all unde-
veloped races.    Out of mythology grows religion, if
it is not itself religion, and religion is essentially
a product of  man's rational faculties  applied to
transcendental questions.    It can  only be from a
profound misconception of this truth that Mr. Ben-
jamin   Kidd,   in   his   book   on   Social   Evolution,
repeatedly speaks  of religion as  "ultra-rational/*
It has surprised me greatly that the religious world
has failed to call him to account for such a fallacy,
and in seeming rather to uphold him, it is tacitly
admitting this, greatly to its discredit.    Religion is
primarily and fundamentally rational.    It had its
origin in an effort of the reason.    No being without
a well-developed reason is capable of conceiving of
a religious idea.    It is, in fact, one of the great
branches of philosophy, and the history of religion